
Weekly Update 8-23-20 
 

Dear Pepper Drive Families, 
Welcome back to Pepper Drive and my weekly update. I hope it finds you and your family well. I 
am attaching a copy of my newsletter, “From the Principal’s Office,” to this email as well as 
posting it on our website for your review. On our website, www.santeesd.net/pd, go to the 
Announcements in the left column for a link to this week’s version and past copies. Inside this 
newsletter you will find information about Second Step, our adopted Social Emotional Learning 
curriculum, and an introduction to our terrific new Vice Principal, Mrs. Parker. Important dates 
are also available on the last page. 
 
Opening this year has been like no year before. Last week was focused on opening Distance 
Learning and making face-to-face connections. There were amazing successes, a few false 
starts, and some problems we needed to solve. Thank you all for extending patience and grace 
through this complex transition. Attendance counts now, so please be sure your child attends a 
live session or completes a task or activity each day to be marked present. 
 
This coming week, the focus, especially in grades 4-8, will be for increasing academic rigor and 
getting into our learning. Again, we’ll need your patience and communication to best be able to 
gauge intensity and workload. Please stay in touch with your child’s teacher during this process. 
 
We have several resources that are designed to help answer your questions. If you have specific 
questions about Pepper Drive (teacher contact info, student app support, lunch information, 
etc.) please check the Pepper Drive website. If you have general questions about distance 
learning and district expectations, please check the district website at www.santeesd.net. There 
are great resources there as well. 
 
A couple of quick notes for the upcoming week: 

1. If you haven’t picked up your child’s iPad, please go to the Santee School District 
Technology Department, 9619 Cuyamaca Street, Santee, between 9AM and 12PM. 
 

2. School lunches are being provided to all enrolled students at NO COST at Pepper 
Drive between 12:00PM and 1:00PM on Mondays and Wednesday through August 
31. Beginning September 1, lunch prices may be returning based on student 
eligibility. Please complete a free/reduced lunch application as soon as possible. 
They are available online, check our website for the School Lunches section. 

 
I wish you safety and health. 
 
Pepper Drive Strong, No Matter the Distance 
 
Sincerely, 
Mr. Hooks 
 



 
Dear Pepper Drive Distance Learning Families, 
Welcome back to Pepper Drive and my weekly update. I hope it finds you and your family well. I 
am sending this message to our Pepper Drive family that has chosen yearlong distance learning. 
I wanted to reaffirm that you will still be getting my updates and are considered Pepper Drive 
Tigers. Choosing distance learning for the year doesn’t change a child’s status at Pepper Drive, 
including Original Tiger status for those who have attended Pepper Drive consistently since 
kindergarten.  
 
I am attaching a copy of my newsletter, “From the Principal’s Office,” to this email as well as 
posting it on our website for your review. On our website, www.santeesd.net/pd, go to the 
Announcements in the left column for a link to this week’s version and past copies. Inside this 
newsletter you will find information about Second Step, our adopted Social Emotional Learning 
curriculum, and an introduction to our terrific new Vice Principal, Mrs. Parker. Important dates 
are also available on the last page. 
 
Opening this year has been like no year before. Last week was focused on opening Distance 
Learning and making face-to-face connections. There were amazing successes, a few false 
starts, and some problems we needed to solve. Thank you all for extending patience and grace 
through this complex transition. Attendance counts now, so please be sure your child attends a 
live session or completes a task or activity each day to be marked present. 
 
This coming week, the focus, especially in grades 4-8, will be for increasing academic rigor and 
getting into our learning. Again, we’ll need your patience and communication to best be able to 
gauge intensity and workload. Please stay in touch with your child’s teacher during this process. 
 
We have several resources that are designed to help answer your questions. If you have specific 
questions about Pepper Drive (teacher contact info, student app support, lunch information, 
etc.) please check the Pepper Drive website. If you have general questions about distance 
learning and district expectations, please check the district website at www.santeesd.net. There 
are great resources there as well. 
 
A couple of quick notes for the upcoming week: 

1. If you haven’t picked up your child’s iPad, please go to the Santee School District 
Technology Department, 9619 Cuyamaca Street, Santee, between 9AM and 12PM. 
 

2. School lunches are being provided to all enrolled students at NO COST at Pepper 
Drive between 12:00PM and 1:00PM on Mondays and Wednesday through August 
31. Beginning September 1, lunch prices may be returning based on student 
eligibility. Please complete a free/reduced lunch application as soon as possible. 
They are available online, check our website for the School Lunches section. 

 
I wish you safety and health. 
 



Pepper Drive Strong, No Matter the Distance 
 
Sincerely, 
Mr. Hooks 
 
 


